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North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Local Disability Forum reports for January to March 2018  

 

 Craven Disability Forum 

 Hambleton and Richmondshire Disability Forum  

 Harrogate Disability Forum  

 RipPSI 

 Selby District Disability Forum 

 Yorkshire Coast and Ryedale Disability Forum 
 

Craven Disability Forum 
Report for North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Period covered: January – March 2018 
 
At our last meeting on 26th February, we had an update on the Accessible 
Skipton project which is progressing well but which needs more volunteers to 
add to the access checks undertaken so far.  
 
We also contributed some suggestions around accessibility for the new 
Craven District Council website, with positive feedback overall, and agreed to 
carry out some testing of the website. 
 
We heard from members of Equality Together, a Bradford-based user led 
disability organisation.  Paul, Linda and Alice told us about the services offered 
by Equality Together and in particular their very successful peer support 
project.  However, the organisation is having to reassess its activities and 
service offer due to a significant cut in its funding.  They invited members of 
Craven Disability Forum to come and visit them in their very accessible offices 
in Manningham Mill, and we intend to take them up on their offer! 
 
One of our members has been invited to join the Craven District Council taxi 
licencing policy working group to contribute the views/needs of disabled 
people.  Amongst a number of issues raised, our member inquired about 
concessionary schemes for disabled people to use taxis, as there are in some 
other parts of the country, and Craven District Council agreed to research this. 
 
We also distributed bundles of our new leaflet for members to take to 
community venues such as libraries. 
 
Shanna Carrell on behalf of the Craven Disability Forum. 
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Hambleton and Richmondshire Disability Forum 
Report for North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Period Covered: January – March 2018 
 
The Hambleton and Richmondshire Forum is currently paused.  We hope to 
make more progress to establish a new forum in 2018; this is dependent on 
additional capacity for the HAS engagement team. 
 
Harrogate Disability Forum 
Report for North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Period covered: January – March 2018 
 
We had a joint meeting with Harrogate and District Access Group (HADAG) on 
16th February.  This took place at the new Harrogate Borough Council Civic 
Centre, and included a tour of the new building.  HADAG had been involved in 
the planning for the building to ensure that it was accessible for disabled 
people.  We enjoyed the tour and were very impressed with the new facility.  
We were also very pleased to have a joint meeting with HADAG, and both 
groups have agreed that the next meeting of Harrogate Disability Forum will 
also be a joint one with HADAG.  
 
We had an update about the plans for the new Ripon swimming pool and 
leisure centre, and were very pleased to hear that as a result of consultation 
with RipPSI and other local disability representatives, Harrogate Borough 
Council have decided to include two Changing Places, one on the dry side and 
one on the wet side.  The swimming pool will also have a hoist. 
 
We also had an update on the Harrogate accessibility project led by Disability 
Action Yorkshire; our Deaf members will be testing webchat facilities offered 
by large organisations to see how effective they are at improving accessibility 
for disabled people. 
 
Shanna Carrell on behalf of Harrogate Disability Forum 
 
Ripon Physical and Sensory Impairment Group 
Report for North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Period covered: January – March 2018 
 
It has been very good to have new members and their interest has been much 
appreciated. We feel we should continue to promote the group and reach 
people who have not heard of it. 
 
We had a very good and fruitful meeting with Nigel Thompson, Michael 
Constantine, and Danielle Mulholland from Harrogate Borough Council to 
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discuss plans for the new Ripon Swimming Pool. We opened the meeting up 
and were joined by Karen Murray, Self Advocacy Supporter, some members 
and staff from Ripon Community Link and a retired Social Worker. Members 
gave their ideas and experience and we very pleased to hear that the plans 
were progressing with an early start date in mind (this meeting was before the 
difficulties with the site). HBC gave an undertaking to continue the dialogue 
and to keep the group informed of progress. 
 
One of the issues that came out of the discussion was the Hydro Therapy 
Service for people living in Ripon and the surround area since the Hydro 
Therapy Pool had closed at Lister House. It was stated that it was not possible 
to provide this service at the new pool, but it was agreed that the current 
service now provided in Harrogate meant that the much needed benefits of the 
treatment were much reduced because of the difficulties of travel with having 
to change buses, and the frequency and length of appointments. It was felt we 
should find out about comparable services elsewhere and then raise the issue 
with the Clinical Commissioning Group. 
 
Plans for the next financial year coming year were discussed and it was 
agreed that we continue: 

 To promote the needs of people who have a disability, identify local 

issues and seek improvement to access or services 

 To increase awareness of the group and continue to increase the 

membership 

 To make links with other groups and organisations 

 To address current  practical issues  

 To continue Disability Awareness and to start by encouraging all shops 

and premises in the City Centre to provide a chair. 

We have circulated a number of consultation documents and encouraged 
members to make individual responses 
 
Lynette Barnes, Co-ordinator RipPSI 
 
Selby District Disability Forum 
Report for North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Period covered: January – March 2018 
 

Funding Bids 
 
Following the survey undertaken over the summer 2017, we have been 
awarded funding for a project to start April in the Southern CEF, (Community 
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Engagement Forum), area. We will be presenting our bid to the Western CEF 
Board on 12th March for a project to start in September. 
 
Disability Awareness Project 
 
Selby and District DIAL initiated this project, to deliver Disability Awareness In 
primary & secondary schools and colleges.  
 
DIAL will close its doors at the end of March, and so we are supporting this 
project till the end of its funding at which point it will become an SDDF project. 
 
Phil Dodson, Chairperson. 
 
Yorkshire Coast & Ryedale Disability Forum report 
Report for North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Period covered: January – March 2018 
 

 Forum Meetings – The forum has met twice over this period. 
 Attendance – There has been a surge of interest from local disabled people 

and impairment related organisations.  
 Organisation Structure – Forum Members have been revisiting the terms of 

reference, which is hoped to be finalised at the next meeting. 
 Chairperson – The group elected a new Chairperson, Amanda James, 

whom also represents the local MS Society. 
 Funding – The group submitted a bid to the People’s Health Lottery, getting 

through to the second stage but unfortunately at the last hurdle were turned 
down. The group is planning to make further bids for large and small 
amounts of money. 

 Access – Forum members are working extremely hard to improve access 
by physical, attitudinal and web-based means. The group wishes to 
become known as ‘the group to consult’. To strengthen this aim three 
members made a presentation to Scarborough Councillor’s, Please find 
attached a summary of the presentation. The presentation proved 
extremely positive with one Councillor now attending Forum meetings and 
another, who is a Councillor and County Councillor working alongside us. 
This will enhance the voice and needs of the local disability community. 

 Tourism –. It is vitally important that the we represent disabled people in the 
Scarborough and surrounding area, both residents and visitors alike.  

 Discover Yorkshire Coast - The forum is now working very closely with this 
organisation. At a recent meeting it was agreed that forum members should 
talk to the business/tourism forums while a DYC carries on lobbying Visit 
England about checklist issues.  

 Further Key actions:  
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Put together a presentation and information for all meetings. With 
associations it needs to focus on the importance of useful information and 
be clear about what disabled people want (need) to see on a website to 
confidentially make bookings. 

 Share information about accessible activity opportunities and share with 
Discover Yorkshire Coast. This could be accessible paths for walks, 
activities, venues etc. DYC wants to make sure it has a full list to be part of 
an accessible holiday section.  

 Look into developing online / DVD resources for staff training around 
disability and the simple things that businesses can do to make things more 
accessible (e.g. sign and bell). We talked about doing this with the North 
Yorkshire Disability Forum, but perhaps YCRDF leading and DYC seemed 
keen however funding would be required. About that as then it can be used 
more widely.  NYCC might be keen to support this after the recent 
presentation to County Councillors. 

 Janet Deacon – Tourism and Corporate Marketing Manager Scarborough 
Borough Council has spoken to two associations, Confotel (conference 
hotels) and the Tourism Advisory Boards about the forum informing and 
encouraging them to improve their information or make additions.  

 
 North Yorkshire County Council Presentation – The room was full of 30 - 

40 councillors present. The presentation went well. Shanna and Debbie 
Hugill produced a step by step, slide by slide programme which made it 
very simple to follow. 
Also, feedback from our presentation to SBC was excellent.  
Cllr. David Jeffels. (both SBC and NYCC) had listened to us at 
Scarborough and had taken on board our quest for better information on 
the Discover Yorkshire Coast website, and ALL tourist information 
websites managed by NVG but overseen by Visit England. He sits on 
the national Local Government Association Culture & Tourism board and 
feels that they should support our mission.  

 
 Task Group – The forum has agreed to form three task groups, Tourism 

and Access, Website/Social Media and Planning/Consultations (SBC). 
 

 
Bridget Hardy – Administrator YCRDF 
 


